Coronary artery fistula: a case series with review of the literature.
Coronary artery fistula (CAF) is an anomalous connection between a coronary artery and a major vessel or cardiac chamber. Most of the coronary fistulas are discovered incidentally during angiographic evaluation for coronary vascular disorder. The management of CAF is complicated and recommendations are based on anecdotal cases or very small retrospective series. We present three cases of CAF, two of which were symptomatic due to hemodynamically significant coronary steal phenomenon. They underwent successful transcatheter coil embolization, leading to resolution of their symptoms. Percutaneous closure offers a safe and effective way for the management of symptomatic patients. CAFs are rare cardiac anomalies but can give rise to a variety of symptoms because of their hemodynamic consequences or complications. They should be part of cardiac differential diagnosis particularly in patients without other risk factors. Correction of CAF is indicated if the patients are symptomatic or if other secondary complications develop.